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STORMS 
High: 68 
Low: 56 
80% chance 
of rain 


Thursday: Cloudy,57/49 
Friday: Showers, 60/47 
Saturday: Showers, 65/48 
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TAX BILL 


GOP on the verge of huge tax overhaul 


3 provisions violated 
Senate rules, soa House 
re-vote looms today. 


By Stephen Ohlemacher 
and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


Jubilant Republicans pushed 


on Tuesday to the verge of the 
most sweeping rewrite of the 
nation’s tax laws in more than 
three decades, a deeply unpop- 
ular bill they insist Americans 
will learn to love when they see 
their paychecks in the new year. 
President Donald Trump cheered 
the lawmakers on, eager to claim 
his first major legislative victory. 


Perhaps emblematic of the 
stumbles along the way, there 
was one last hiccup. Speaker 
Paul Ryan, who has worked years 
toward the goal of revamping the 
tax code, gleefully pounded the 
gavel on the final House vote, 
but then it turned out it wasn’t 
final after all. 

The Senate still expected to pass 


the legislation Tuesday night, but 
the plan to send it on to Trump for 
his signature had to be scrapped. 
Democrats noted that three pro- 
visions violated Senate rules and 
had to be removed. So the massive 
bill will be hauled back across the 
Capitol for the House to re-vote 


GEORGIA ANGLE 
Provisions in the tax bill will 
be good news for hospitals, 
universities and the film 
industry, but season ticket 
holders for the Bulldogs and 
other university teams will be 


less pleased. Page A6 


Tax overhaul continued on A6 


BLACKOUT AT HARTSFIELD-JACKSON 


os BACK TO NORMAL 


fl Jj Checkpoint 
Wait Time 


The main security TE was moving along at Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport on Tuesday as things were getting 
back to normal two days after a power outage brought the world’s busiest airport to a standstill. JOHN SPINK / JSPINK@AJC.COM 


But some still wait to depart 


Two days after massive 
outage, airlines report 
few delays, cancellations. 


By Tia Mitchell 
tmitchell@ajc.com 


Atlanta airport’s atrium con- 
tinued to serve as a dormitory of 
sorts on Tuesday for hundreds of 
passengers still waiting to reach 
their destinations after the power 
outage caused cancellations and 
delays. 

The airport sprang back to nor- 
mal Tuesday morning with few 
flight delays or snags, but many 
of those whose flights were can- 
celed Sunday or Monday slept in 


chairs and on benches, curled up 
in blankets and fighting for a few 
more minutes of shut-eye. 

Rashaad Brennan created a 
makeshift bed by using an air- 
port wheelchair to rest his feet 
and legs. This was not how he 
envisioned the end of his stay 
in Atlanta. 

“It was supposed to be like just 
the weekend, but it turned into, 
unfortunately, until Wednesday,” 
Brennan said. 

He flew in from Philadelphia for 
a fun trip with a group of friends. 
He had booked the first flight out 
on Monday, but on the way to 
the airport Brennan received an 
email. The outage had caused his 
flight to be canceled, and he was 


rebooked on a plane that didn’t 
take off until Wednesday. 

Flight Aware reported 817 flights 
were canceled at Hartsfield-Jack- 
son International Airport on Sun- 
day and Monday. The number 
was down to just five on Tuesday. 
Most airlines, including Delta and 
Southwest, reported that their 
operations were back to normal. 

However, there isn’t an easy 
way to track how many passen- 
gers still haven’t made it to their 
destinations. The morning scene 
at the atrium is just one indication. 

It didn’t help Brennan that his 
trip on American Airlines had 
been booked using a third-party 


Airport continued on A4 
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E The airport 
blackout 

is unlikely 

to affect 
Atlanta’s 
ability to draw 
economic 
development. 
Page A4 

E Passengers 
stuck at the 
airport are 
unlikely to be 
reimbursed 
for meals or 
lost wages, 
but some 
airlines are 
paying for 
hotels. 

Page A4 


Blackout cost: 
10s of millions 
of dollars 


Experts agree: The final tab (and who 
will pay it) won't be clear for months. 


By J. Scott Trubey 
strubey@ajc.com 


The 11-hour blackout at the world’s busiest air- 
port is likely to cost tens of millions of dollars or 
more to airlines, stranded travelers and others, but 
the final tab isn’t likely to be known for months to 
come, aviation expert say. 

That price tag is likely to grow as officials assess 
the cause of the fire that cut power Sunday to Harts- 
field-Jackson International Airport, and redesign 
the airport’s power grid to make it more resilient. 
How much those fixes will cost — and who will pay 
for it — isn’t exactly clear. 

The blackout disrupted the schedules of tens of 
thousands of travelers. Family events and business 
meetings were canceled. Many stranded passen- 
gers booked hotel rooms or rented cars, creating 
a windfall for those companies. 

Mike Boyd, an aviation consultant at the Boyd 
Group International, said the outage is likely to 
cost airlines at least $100 million in lost revenue 
and other expenses. 

That doesn’t include the future costs to upgrade the 
airport’s electrical system to ensure redundancy, or 


Cost continued on A5 


Delta ticket agent Sheri Mullins gives instructions 
Tuesday to soldiers from Fort Benning heading 
out for holiday leave at Hartsfield-Jackson 
International Airport. JOHN SPINK/JSPINK@AJC.COM 
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A wrecked car from the 
Amtrak train that derailed is 
transported along Interstate 5. 
RUTH FREMSON / THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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FATAL AMTRAK DERAILMMENT 


Feds begin crash investigation 


Officials ask whether 
train engineer was 
distracted in cab. 


By Michael Balsamo 
and Haven Daley 
Associated Press 


DUPONT, WASH. — Investigators 
are looking into whether the 
Amtrak engineer whose speed- 
ing train plunged off an overpass, 


killing at least three people, was 
distracted by the presence of an 
employee-in-training next to him 
in the locomotive, a federal offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

The official, who was not autho- 
rized to discuss the matter pub- 
licly and spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said investigators 
want to know whether the engi- 
neer lost “situational awareness” 
because of the second person in 
the cab. 


SPORTS, Cl 
Falcons have given 
themselves achance 


They’re not the team they were 
last season. But Atlanta has left 


The train was hurtling at 80 
mph in a 30 mph zone Monday 
morning when it ran off the rails 
along a curve south of Seattle, 
sending some of its cars plum- 
meting onto an interstate high- 
way below, National Transporta- 
tion Safety Board member Bella 
Dinh-Zarr said late Monday, cit- 
ing data from the locomotive’s 
event recorder. 


Derailment continued on A11 


itself with achance to still reign 


over the NFC South. 
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SWEETEN THE SEASON 


We offer a variety of platters for your holiday festivities. 


publix.com/order 


Please place orders at least 24 hours in advance. 


Publix. 


SUPER MARKETS 


